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Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, April 9th, 2013  

3200 Biddle Avenue Wyandotte, MI. 48192 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT – Mayor Peterson, Greg Gilbert, Patt Slack, Gerry Lucas, Leo Stevenson, John Jarjosa  
 
OTHERS PRESENT – Natalie Rankine, Tom Woodruff, Jay Steffensky, Jeremy Sladovnik, Rick DeSana, Ron Funke, 
Les Salliotte 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED – John Jarjosa, Peter Rose, Norm Walker 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  
 
Motion by Mayor Peterson supported by G.Lucas to approve of the agenda for the April 9th agenda.   All in 
favor, motion carried.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  
 
Motion by Mayor Peterson, supported by G. Lucas to approve of the February 12th meeting minutes.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  
 
INFORMATION TO RECEIVE AND PLACE ON FILE –  
 

A) Beautification Commission Minutes:  January, 2013 
B) Beautification Commission Minutes:  February, 2013 
C) Beautification Commission Minutes:  March, 2013 

 
Motion by Mayor Peterson, supported by G. Lucas to receive and place the above information on file.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None  
 
MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT –  
 
Motion by Mayor Peterson, supported by G. Lucas to approve the monthly finance report for the April 9, 
2013 meeting. Roll call, all in favor. Motion carried.  
 
 
ONGOING PROJECTS & BUSINESS –  
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A) 3061 & 3063 Biddle Avenue –  
 
N. Rankine indicated that she would hear a final decision about the grant from the MEDC on Friday and that she 
would be able to give the board an update on property closing once the grant decision is made.   
 

B) Fort Street Signage –  
 
N. Rankine indicated that she met with the Beautification Commission and the Engineering and Building 
Department to finalize the plan for the Fort Street signage. 
 

C) RFP for 3131 Biddle –  
 
N. Rankine indicated that the DDA has a meeting with MJC development, Mr. Drysdale and the Engineering and 
Building Department about the proposal for this project scheduled in two weeks.  She will update the board about 
this project at the next meeting. 
 

D) Restaurant Week – Recap 
 
P. Slack indicated that Restaurant week was a success with the promotion bringing awareness about all of the 
restaurants in Downtown Wyandotte.   Mayor Peterson noted that Congressman Dingell joined the DDA and the 
WBA for one of the giveaways and that the congressman was impressed with the program as a whole.   
 

E) Wyandotte Farmers Market – Update  
 
N. Rankine stated that the market was approved for Double-Up food bucks funding.  This program runs from July 
through October and provides additional funding for those using their Bridge (SNAP) cards.  The market will also 
spearhead a program this year called The Power of Produce to encourage kids to try produce.  The market 
manager is working with the school district to enroll kids in this program.  Wyandotte Hospital and Daly Merritt 
have all become sponsors of this program.  N. Rankine indicated that the market will open on Thursday, June 6th 
from 12:00 noon to 6:00 pm. 
 

F) Marina – Update 
 
N. Rankine indicated that the committee finished the marina report and that the grant application and report was 
accepted by City Council.  The Engineering and Building Department will re-submit the grant application and N. 
Rankine will update the board when they hear about the decision.   Leo Stevenson stressed the importance of a 
marina in Wyandotte and how it will help to draw people to the downtown. 
 
NEW BUSINESS –  
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A) Letter from Wyandotte Chiropractic – grant from 2010 
 
N. Rankine presented the board with a letter from Dr. Cameron of Wyandotte Chiropractic Clinic.   Dr. Cameron is 
requesting that the board reconsider his request for a grant. G. Gilbert indicated that the grant guidelines state that 
all board decisions are final and that setting a precedent for overturning decisions wouldn’t be a good idea.  Mayor 
Peterson suggested that the DDA receive Dr. Cameron’s letter and place it on file. 
 
Motion by G. Gilbert, supported by Mayor Peterson to receive the communication from Wyandotte 
Chiropractic Clinic and place on file.   All in favor.  Motion carried.  
 

B) WBA:  Updates 
 
P. Slack indicated that the WBA has laid-off Lynn Steffensky due to budget constraints.  N. Rankine indicated that 
they are formulating a plan and will be at the next DDA meeting to update the board. 
 

C) Downtown Christmas Lights 
 
N. Rankine indicated that the DPS currently places 4 strands of lights on each tree and that the cost to add one 
extra strand to each tree would be approximately $6400.00.  This is not enough lights to make a significant 
difference in the look and is $2400.00 more what they currently spend.  P. Slack indicated that the Design & 
Promotions Committee would meet and formulate a plan for decorations to present to the board. 
 

D) Grants 

 

The grant committee received a total of 7 grants.  The committee is recommending grants for the following projects: 

 

1. Hook n Ladder Deli:  New business, interior construction in the amount of $4,000.00 

 
Motion by G. Lucas, supported by Mayor Peterson to award a grant in the amount of $4,000.00 to Hook n 
Ladder Deli.   Roll called, all in favor.  Motion carried.  
 

 

2. 128 Oak Street:  New business, repair existing structure in the amount of $4,000.00 

 

Motion by G. Lucas, supported by Mayor Peterson to award a grant in the amount of $4,000.00 to 128 Oak 
Street.   Roll called, all in favor.  Motion carried.  
 

 

3. 122/126 Oak Street:  New business, façade restoration in the amount of $4,000.00 
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Motion by G. Lucas, supported by Mayor Peterson to award a grant in the amount of $4,000.00 to 122/126 
Oak Street.   Roll called, all in favor.  Motion carried.  
 

4. River’s Edge Interior Design:  Business expansion:  Interior Design in the amount of $4,000.00 

 

Motion by G. Lucas, supported by Mayor Peterson to award a grant in the amount of $4,000.00 to River’s 
Edge Interior Design.   Roll called, P. Slack abstained from voting.  All others  in favor.  Motion carried.  
 

E) N. Rankine informed the board that Frank’s Café has applied to the Council to create an outdoor space in the 

vacant parcel besides the building.   L. Stevenson requested that N. Rankine investigate working with the 

Planning Commission to broaden the guidelines for outdoor café seating downtown.  Currently the barrier is 

limited to black aluminum fencing.  

 

F) N. Rankine noted that the following new businesses have opened in Downtown Wyandotte:  Little Green Guy 

(2955 Biddle), Glowfish Studios (2840 Biddle), Merle Norman (3122 Biddle).  Bella Donnas and Raymond 

James are scheduled to re-open after the LTB file.  L. Stevenson noted that it was great to see all of the businesses 

coming back after the fire. 

 

G) N. Rankine showed some examples of other DDA strategic plans.  L. Stevenson indicated that he would use this 

information in the Futuring Committee. 

 

H) N. Rankine indicated that DDA funding requests for the 2014 fiscal year would be going out in a few weeks. 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING – May 14
th
, 2013 

 

ADJOURNMENT  -  

 

Motion by Mayor Peterson, supported by G. Lucas to adjourn at 6:40 pm. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Natalie Rankine 

DDA Director 

 


