
 
 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

3131  Biddle Avenue • Wyandotte, Michigan 48192 

OFFICIALS 

 
William R. Griggs 
CITY CLERK 

 

Andrew A. Swiecki 
CITY TREASURER 

 

Colleen A. Keehn 
CITY ASSESSOR 

 

MAYOR 
Joseph Peterson 

 

COUNCIL 
Todd M. Browning  

James R. DeSana 

Sheri M. Sutherby-Fricke 

Daniel E. Galeski 

Leonard T. Sabuda 

Lawrence S. Stec 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
April 10th 2012, 5:30 pm 

3131 Biddle Avenue Wyandotte MI. 48192 
 

1.) MEMBERS PRESENT –Norm Walker, Mayor Joseph Peterson, Peter Rose, Gerry Lucas, Patt Slack, Greg Gilbert, Leo 
Stevenson    
 
2.) MEMBERS EXCUSED – Patrick VanDeHey  
 
3.) MEMBERS ABSENT – John Jarjosa  
 
4.) OTHERS PRESENT –Natalie Rankine, Heather Thiede, Mr. and Mrs. Geftos, Lynn and Jay Steffensky, Al Bates, Bob 
Beaudette, Janelle Rose, Tom Woodruff, Dan Cataldo, Jeanette and Danettte Crossman, Katherine Gunther and John 
Darin. 
 
5.) APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  
 
N. Rankine stated she would like to add the Museum Funds to the agenda as the last item.  
 
Motion by M. Peterson, supported by G. Lucas to approve the agenda for April 10th 2012 with that addition.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  
 
6.) APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  
 
Motion by M. Peterson, supported by P. Rose to approve the minutes from the last Downtown Development 
Authority meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Motion by M. Peterson, supported by G. Lucas to approve of the Beautification Meeting minutes. All in favor, motion 
carried.  
 
7.) QUARTERLY DDA REPORT & MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT –  
 

A.) WBA –  
 
N. Rankine reported that the WBA is behind one quarterly report. M. Peterson suggested an extension. J. Steffensky 
approached the DDA Board and explained the timeline for the report.   The WBA is requesting payment, despite the late 
report and the Year End report that was due in October of 2011.  It was also discovered that year-end reports were also 
not submitted in the 2009 and 2010 calendar years.  Jay Steffensky indicated that he would contact N. Rankine regarding 
the anticipated completion date of these reports. 
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Motion by M. Peterson, supported by L. Stevenson to grant the WBA an extension for the quarterly report to the DDA 
Board and to approve the WBA Quarterly payment.  Roll Call, All in favor. Motion carried.  
 

B.) DCA –  
 
N. Rankine explained that the DCA is up-to-date on rent and is in adherence to their contract with the DDA. 
 
Motion by G. Lucas, supported by M. Peterson to approve of the DCA quarterly payment. Roll Call, All in favor. 
Motion carried.  
 
8.) ON GOING PROJECTS & BUSINESS -  
 

A.) Downtown Wy-Fi  
 
Dave Fuller presented information regarding the downtown Wy-Fi and gave his recommendation to get a RFP together 
as well as have cable work with the DDA to get the Wy-Fi working.  The committee discussed. D. Fuller stated that it was 
an unfortunate purchase because it would have never worked for what the DDA wanted. M. Peterson stated that 
Municipal Service should have some type of burden for the project as well as the DDA. G. Gilbert stated he would like to 
see the contract this time.  
 
Motion by M. Peterson, supported by G. Lucas to have Dave Fuller and the General Manager of Municipal Service and 
Steve Timco to create a RFP for the Downtown Wy- Fi that will be sent to the Municipal Service Commission and 
approved by Bill Look. All in favor, motion carried.  
 

B.) Wy. Farm Market –  
 
N. Rankine updated on the happenings of the market this year.  
 

C.) DIA – Inside Out – Update  
 
N. Rankine updated the committee on the event next weekend. P. Slack stated there has been a lot of excitement about 
the DIA project and commented on how much work Natalie has done with the event.  
 

D.) Restaurant Week –  
 
N. Rankine stated that the event was successful and that next year it will be even bigger.  
 

E.) 3061 & 3063 Biddle Avenue –  
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N. Rankine stated there was no signed agreement as of yet, she will update the board on the status as soon as the 
details are known. 
 

F.) WBA Contract –  
 
N. Rankine stated that the WBA has not responded to the WBA Draft contract. L. Steffensky stated that Doug Pettigrew 
will be setting up a meeting with Natalie to go over the details of the contract.  
 

G.) Downtown Video –  
 
N. Rankine stated the Design and Promotion Committee will meet next week to discuss the details of the video and 
commercial.  
 

H.) Downtown Hold Harmless –  
 
N. Rankine stated she will present this item at the next meeting and is working with Mr. Look to get the correct wording 
for the document.  
 

I.) City Hall Move –  
 
M. Peterson stated that City Hall will be moving around August or September; he stated they are working on plans and 
other details. The committee discussed.  
 

J.) Marina – update  
 
N. Rankine stated that G. Lucas volunteered to be on the committee for the Marina. She stated they will meet in the 
next few weeks.  
 

K.) Trees at 3200 Biddle –  
 
N. Rankine stated that there has been a settlement of $57,000 to replace the trees downtown. The committee 
discussed.  
 
9) NEW BUSINESS –  
 

A.) Wyandotte Community Garden –  
 
Committee spoke about the new location and the details of the garden.  John Darin from the Beautification Commission 
stated that they planned on having the garden open by May 12th.  
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B.) Letter from Mr. Look regarding Total Health Foods –  
 
N. Rankine read the letter from Mr. Look to the board. The Total Health Food business owners spoke about their ordeal 
with the shower and stated their request for funds to take the shower out of their business. The committee discussed. 
N. Walker asked how much it would be to take the shower out, the business owners stated that it would be around 
$3,000. Committee discussed the details of the work to take out the shower.  
 
Motion by N. Walker, supported by L. Stevenson to grant Total Health Foods $5,000 out of the fund balance account 
to remove the shower from their business to Miscellaneous Account number 499.200.926.790. Roll Call, G. Gilbert – 
No, M. Peterson – abstained All other members voted – Yes.  Motion carried.  
 

C.) Second Quarter Grant Submissions –  
 
N. Rankine stated that the Grant Committee approved the following grants.  
 
Motion to approve Biddle Gallery $1,000. Roll call, all in favor. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion to approve the Knights of Columbus $5,000. Roll call, all in favor. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion to approve Total Health Foods $5,000 for 2919 First Street. Roll Call, all in favor. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion to approve Willow Tree $2,000. Roll Call, P. Rose – abstained. All others in favor. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by P. Slack, supported by G. Lucas to approve $5,000 for Finanzo’s property.  He supplied all the required 
paperwork requested by the DDA at the last meeting. Roll call, all in favor.  Motion carried.  
 

D.) AMIBA – P. Rose  
 
P. Rose gave a presentation to the committee about his time at the AMIBA Conference. The committee discussed.  
 

E.) WSAF Request –  
 
N. Rankine stated that WSAF Committee has requested sole use of the Fort Street Sign during the Cruise and the dates 
of the Wyandotte Street Art Fair to promote the event.  
 
Motion by M. Peterson, supported by N. Walker to approve the sole usage of the Fort Street Sign for the WSAF during 
the dates of the Downriver Cruise and the 51ST WSAF. All in favor, motion carried.  
 

F.) DDA Officers –  
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M. Peterson requested to table the item until the next meeting so members could review the positions.  
 
Motion by M. Peterson, supported by G. Lucas to table the appointments of DDA Officers until the next meeting. All 
in favor, motion carried.  
 

G.) Museum Funds –  
 
N. Rankine stated that the Museum funds granted by the DDA years ago to be used for the wheel chair lift were not 
rolled over by the previous DDA Director.  The Museum Director is requesting these funds be granted in order to pay for 
the lift that has now been completed.  
 
Motion by M. Peterson, supported by P. Rose to approve of the requested amount $18,220 for the Wyandotte 
Museum wheelchair lift and for these funds to be taken from the fund balance.  Amount to be deposited into 
499.200.850.524.  Roll Call.   All in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
11.) NEXT REGULAR MEETING –  
 
May 8th, 2018  
 
12.) ADJOURNMENT –  
 
Motion by M. Peterson, supported by N. Walker to adjourn at 7:41pm. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Heather Thiede, Deputy Secretary  
Special Event Coordinator  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 

 


