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March 10th, 2009 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
The Wyandotte DDA was called to order at 5:31 PM on Monday March 9th, 2009 in the Municipal Service 
Building, 3005 Biddle Avenue, Wyandotte, MI.  Members in attendance included: Mayor James DeSana, Chair 
Greg Gilbert, Gilbert Rose, Patt Slack, Tony Trupiano, Norm Walker, and Brandon Wescott.  Ms. Arta Chiparo 
and Heatherleigh Navarre were not in attendance. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Tony Trupiano motioned for approval of the agenda, seconded by James DeSana, all voted in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Gilbert Rose motioned for approval of the minutes, seconded by Patt Slack, all voted in favor. 
 
INFORMATION TO RECEIVE AND FILE 
 
Greg Gilbert reviewed the general ledger with discussion on its contents.  Gilbert Rose motioned to approve the 
ledger as presented, James DeSana seconded, all voted in favor. 
 
Greg Gilbert briefly discussed the chairperson’s report, and Brandon Wescott followed with the director’s 
report.  It was asked during the presentation to find out more about the financing of the Northville DDA 
Business Assistance Program that was presented.  It was also noted that the existing sign ordinance needs to be 
reviewed to ensure the leaving tenant is responsible for removing their business signs once they have vacated 
the premises.  Gilbert Rose noted that fund balance information needs to be provided at monthly regularly 
scheduled DDA meetings. 
 
Patt Slack informed the board about the happenings of the design and promotion subcommittees.  It was noted 
that Tony Trupiano chair the promotion committee.  After discussion, it was noted that once the Michigan Main 
Street program comes into full swing, review of the committees will then become necessary. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
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INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

6ai – Gilbert Rose motioned to authorize membership in the Michigan Downtown Association, seconded 
by Tony Trupiano, all voted in favor. 
 
 6aii – Discussion centered on a survey to obtain information about downtown.  It was noted that the 
WBA had completed a survey only a few years previous, and it was noted for the director to obtain that 
information and provide it to the board before more discussion on another survey was entered into.   
 
 6aiii – The Visit Detroit TV advertisement proposal was discussed. It was noted that more thought 
should be given on this particular topic and that entering into agreement should be delayed until a full marketing 
program can be discussed.  It was noted that the marketing plan needs to include WBA involvement and 
perhaps this can be accomplished during the budget workshop and preparation timeframe. 
 
 6aiv – Discussion on the Michigan Tourist Magazine was entered into.  It was noted that the recreation 
department, the WBA and the DDA need to begin to work on a coordinated marketing plan in the future. 
 
 6av – Gilbert Rose motioned to authorize membership in the National Trust Main Street Center, 
seconded by Norm Walker, all voted in favor. 
 
 6avi – Brandon Wescott presented the 2003 Plan Amendments to the DDA.  It was noted that in the 
future a review of this plan should occur to refocus the efforts of the DDA.   
 
 6avii – A letter of interest to the MSHDA Main Street Program was presented.  Patt Slack motioned to 
authorize the director to begin preparation of the application and to contact MMS staff for a presentation at the 
next DDA meeting.  Tony Trupiano seconded, all voted in favor.   
 
 6aviii – The Wayne County Connect Magazine was discussed.  Tony Trupiano motioned to purchase a 
full page advertisement in the publication with the stipulation that no more than $1000.00 be spent on 
professional composition of the advertisement.  The total amount to be spent shall not exceed $2,200.00 and it 
shall come from the fund balance.  Patt Slack seconded, all voted in favor. 
 
 6aix – The business incubator idea for the 2nd Floor of the Chase Bank building was discussed and it was 
noted for the director to follow up with Mr. Drysdale on setting up a meeting to discuss this issue further. 
 
 6ax – Discussion on moving the DDA and WBA offices out of city hall was entered into.  Patt Slack 
motioned to bring this topic before the oversight committee, seconded by Norm Walker, all voted in favor. 
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 6axi – A motion was offered to authorize membership in the Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors 
Bureau by Gilbert Rose, and seconded by Patt Slack.  Greg Gilbert and Norm Walker voted in favor, Tony 
Trupiano voted against membership.  The motion passed. 
 
 6axii – Brandon Wescott presented the Downtown Promotion Reporter magazine and informed the 
board that at this time he would like to let the subscription lapse. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Gilbert Rose discussed the downtown transient marina that is currently being studied and in the permit process 
at the state level.  As more developments in this project become available, it will be shared with the DDA.    
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the DDA will be held April 13th, 2009. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Tony Trupiano motioned for adjournment, seconded by Norm Walker, all voted in favor to adjourn. 
 
 
 


