
1  December 5, 2016 
 

CITY OF WYANDOTTE 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
A Regular Session of the Wyandotte City Council was held in Council Chambers, on Monday, 
December 5, 2016, and was called to order at 7:00pm with Honorable Mayor Joseph R. Peterson 
presiding. 
 

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by roll call. 
 

Present: Councilpersons Sheri Fricke, Daniel Galeski, Ted Miciura, Leonard Sabuda, Donald Schultz, 
and Kevin VanBoxell  
 
Absent: NONE 
 
Also Present: Thomas Woodruff, City Assessor; Todd Browning, City Treasurer; William Look, City 
Attorney; Mark Kowalewski, City Engineer; and Lawrence Stec, City Clerk 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Discussion regarding Resolution #2016-571 & #2016-572 
 
COMMUNICATIONS MISCELLANEOUS 
Discussion regarding Resolution #2016-573 & #2016-574 
 
PERSONS IN THE AUDIENCE 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS (ELECTED OFFICIALS) 
None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY AND OTHER OFFICIALS 
Discussion regarding Resolution #2016-575 - #2016-586 
 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS 
None 
 
REPORTS & MINUTES 
City Council     November 21, 2016 
Daily Cash Receipts    November 23 & 29, 2016 
 
CITIZENS PARTICIPATION  

• Chris Calvin, 466 Sycamore, regarding Council meeting proceedings, assessor position, and 
candidate petitions. 

• Tom Pillar, 2397 23rd St., regarding assessor position salary 

• Anne Rudisil, 2418 23rd St., regarding success of VFW Thanksgiving event. 
• Phil Owens, 19th St., regarding downtown lights, assessor position salary & retention. 

 
RECESS  
RECONVENE 

 
Present: Councilpersons Fricke, Galeski, Miciura, Sabuda, Schultz, VanBoxell, and Mayor Joseph R. 
Peterson 
 
Absent: NONE 
 
Also Present: Thomas Woodruff, City Assessor; Todd Browning, City Treasurer; William Look, City 
Attorney; Mark Kowalewski, City Engineer; and Lawrence Stec, City Clerk

 
HEARINGS 
None 
 
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE 
None 
 
FINAL READING OF AN ORDINANCE 

• #1437: Section 25-76.3 “Prohibited Conduct” 
• #1438: Section 25-10.1 “Mandatory School Attendance and Educational Neglect” 
• #1439: Section 25-10.4 “School Residency Fraud” 
• #1440: Zoning Ord. Amendment - Art. XXIV – General Provisions, Section 2408 - Signs 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 2016-570 MINUTES  
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held under the date of November 28, 2016, be approved as 
recorded. 
Motion unanimously carried. 

 
2016-571 IAFF MUTUAL AID – CITY ADMINISTRATOR RESPONSE 

By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council acknowledges receipt of the communication from the City 
Administrator relative to the response to the Wyandotte Fire Fighter’s IAFF Local 356 communication 
relative to the Downriver Mutual Aid Agreement and Level of Service; AND 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said communication is received and placed on file.   
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
 2016-572 SECOND CHANCE NETWORK INTERSECTION DRIVE REQUEST 
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
WHEREAS the representatives from Second Chance Network have met with the Chief of Police 
regarding their request for an intersection drive within the City of Wyandotte and have appeared before 
the City Council at the meeting on December 5, 2016 at the request of the Council. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Wyandotte permits Second Chance Network to 
solicit at the following locations from Wednesday, December 21st – Saturday, December 24th, 2016: 
Fort & Ford Ave. 
Biddle & Ford Ave. 
Fort & Eureka 
Biddle & Eureka 
Goddard & Fort 
Biddle & Oak 
Fort & Oak 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the applicant shall comply with all state laws and local ordinances 
and submit a Hold Harmless agreement to the City Clerk as prepared by the Department of Legal 
Affairs. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any conflicts with other groups that may ask to solicit during the 
same week shall be worked out between the soliciting organization’s representatives. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
  

2016-573 OFFICE SERVICE ZONING DISTRICT SIGN ORDINANCE – LUPINI  
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED the communication from Dr. John Lupini regarding his request to allow Electronic 
Digital Message Signs in the Office Service Zoning District be included as part of the Final Reading of 
the Sign Ordinance, specifically Section 2408.F.2.i.1, to include electronic message signs in the Office 
Service (O-S) Zoning District as identified in the communication from the City Engineer. 
Motion unanimously carried. 

 
2016-574 USPS BUILDING RELOCATION – A. ALLOTTA 

By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED the communication from A. Allotta regarding the relocation of the USPS building 
be received and placed on file. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 

2016-575 EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION – 1-TIME PAYMENT 
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council concurs with the recommendation of the Mayor as set forth in his 
communication dated December 5, 2015 relative to a one-time payment to eligible AFSCME and 
POAM-Dispatch employees; AND 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Council authorizes the distribution of a one-time compensation 
payment of $1,000 to all eligible full-time employees who worked the entire 2016 calendar year and 
$500 for all eligible employees who were hired during the 2016 calendar year; AND 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Council directs the City Administrator to prepare the appropriate 
Memorandum of Agreement with each collective bargaining unit which will specify that the one-time 
payment will not be included in Final Average Compensation (FAC) that is used for defined benefit 
pension purposes nor will it be included in base wages for defined contribution (401a) matching 
purposes. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
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2016-576 WAGE INCREASE FOR NON-UNION, FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES 

By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council hereby CONCURS in the recommendation of the City Administrator 
and APPROVES the general increase of 3.5% for all eligible full-time, non-union employees effective 
January 1, 2017.   
Motion unanimously carried. 

 
2016-577 DELINQUENT PAYABLE – COSTAR GROUP 

By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council hereby receives the communication from the City Administrator 
relative to the notice of delinquency from Receivables Control Corporation, a collection agency working 
on behalf of the CoStar Group who entered into a contract with the Downriver Consolidated Assessing 
(DCA); AND 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Assessor review the Costar License Agreement and advise 
the City Assessor of its terms.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Assessor is directed to contact Costar immediately to 
negotiate a final termination of this agreement and to provide a recommendation, in writing, to the City 
Council and DCA under what terms he proposes to terminate the contract and provide the necessary 
notice not to renew. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 

2016-578 FINANCIAL ANALYSIS – ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 
By Councilperson Sabuda, supported by Councilperson Schultz 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council acknowledges receipt of the communication from the City 
Administrator relative to the financial analysis of the City of Wyandotte’s Assessing Department; AND  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Council receives and places on said communication on file and 
concurs with the prior recommendation to schedule a hearing to adopt the compensation ordinances for 
the City Assessor and City Treasurer at an amount of $400 per month with no additional compensation 
or fringe benefits. 
Motion carried. 
YEAS: Councilpersons Sabuda, Schultz, VanBoxell, Mayor Peterson 
NAYS: Councilpersons Fricke, Galeski, Miciura  
 

2016-579 FINANCIAL ANALYSIS – ASSESSING DEPARTMENT (ALT.) - DENIED 
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED that commencing with the term of office that begins on May 10, 2017, the salary for 
the City Assessor and City Treasurer remain at their present amounts as adopted on the 3rd of December 
2012, with all levels; AND 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all other benefits as outlined in the adopted resolution also remain 
in place per the resolution adopted on December 3rd, 2012. 
Motion denied. 
YEAS: Councilpersons Galeski, Miciura 
NAYS: Councilpersons Fricke, Sabuda, Schultz, VanBoxell 
 

2016-580 2017 COUNCIL MEETING CANCELLATIONS 
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
WHEREAS the following 2017 holidays and events occur on such a day and time that would not allow 
for distribution of information to interested parties in regards to regularly scheduled City Council 
meetings: 
January 2 – New Year’s Day 
January 16 – Martin Luther King Day 
February 20 – President’s Day 
April 17 – Easter 
May 1 – City General Election (May 2) 
May 29 – Memorial Day 
July 3 – Independence Day 
July 17 – Street Fair (following Monday) 
September 4 – Labor Day 
November 27 – Thanksgiving 
December 25 - Christmas 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the above-mentioned 2017 regular meetings of the City Council 
are hereby cancelled due to the holidays and events associated with each date as listed above. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 

2016-581 NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION CERTIFIED RESULTS 
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
WHEREAS the General Election was held on November 8, 2016, and 
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WHEREAS in accordance with election law, the Wayne County Board of Canvassers performed the 
canvass and certified the election results on November 22, 2016. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wayne County Board of Canvassers Certificate of 
Determination and local election results be received and placed on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 

2016-582 MSU STUDENT PLANNING PRACTICUM AWARD 
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
WHEREAS the DDA has been awarded the Michigan State University’s Student Planning Practicum 
Program in which 5 professional students  from MSU’s College of Planning, Design, and Construction 
Management will spend 250 hours in the City of Wyandotte to identify and analyze, plan and report on a 
project of the DDA/City of Wyandotte’s choosing. 
WHEREAS the total cost of the program is $5,000, with the DDA proposing a contribution of $2,000-
$5,000 from the DDA Miscellaneous Budget (Account #499-200-926-790) and requesting a contribution 
from the City of Wyandotte’s General Fund Budget (Account #101-200-825-390) in the amount of 
$1,000.  
BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the request of the DDA Director to support the DDA and the 
Michigan State University Planning Practicum Program; AND  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor and Council hereby agree to contribute $1,000 to said 
program.   
Motion unanimously carried. 

 
2016-583 REZONING APPLICATION – 1128 EUREKA 

By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council refers the Rezoning Application for 1128 Eureka to the Planning 
Commission for the required public hearing. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 

2016-584 BOATLIFT INSTALLATION PROPOSAL – 23 WALNUT  
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
At a regular session of the City Council of the City of Wyandotte. 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WYANDOTTE. 
The request to install a boatlift at 23 Walnut Street in the City of Wyandotte, Wayne County, Michigan, 
more particularly described as: 

Lots 1 and 2, River Park Sub, as recorded in Liber 26, Page 73 of Plats, Wayne County Records.  
I move the adoption of the foregoing Resolution is hereby approved based on the submittal of the Grant 
of License, Hold Harmless, and approval of the building permit including a boat lift with a canopy with 
inspections by the City Engineer. 
Motion unanimously carried. 

 
2016-585 CONTRACT EMPLOYEE WAGE INCREASES – ENG. DEPT. 

By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council that the communication from the City Engineer regarding 
Contract Employees in the Engineering and Building Department is hereby received and approved; 
AND 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the increase in fees for the Upon 
Sale/Rental Fees as follows: 
          FEE 2016   FEE 2017 
 Single Family Dwelling   $  190.00  $   196.00 
 Two Family Dwelling   $  285.00  $   294.00 
 Each Additional Unit (in same bldg.) $    95.00  $     98.00 
 25 Units or More            $2,470.00  $2,548.00 
AND Council hereby schedules the 1st reading of the Ordinance; AND 
BE IT RESOLVED that any future increases in fees may be made by Council Resolution; AND 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the increase to the Plumbing Inspector’s Contract, Upon 
Sale/Rental Inspectors’ Contracts, Electrical Inspector’s Contract, Mechanical Inspector’s Contract as 
submitted to City Council; AND 
FURTHER Council authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the Amendment to Memorandum of 
Agreement with said Contractors after review by the Department of Legal Affairs.   
Motion carried. 
YEAS: Councilpersons Galeski, Miciura, Sabuda, Schultz, VanBoxell 
NAYS: Councilperson Fricke 
 

2016-586 81 CHESTNUT LEASE AGREEMENT (DCA) 
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the request of the DDA Director and sign this 10-year lease 
agreement for 81 Chestnut Street for the Downriver Council for the Arts. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Council authorized Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement 
with a term to expire on September 30, 2026. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 

2016-587 BILLS & ACCOUNTS 
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
RESOLVED that the total bills and accounts of $627,976.03 as presented by the Mayor and City Clerk 
are hereby APPROVED for payment.  
Motion unanimously carried. 

 
 2016-588 #1437: OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC PEACE, PROHIBITED CONDUCT 
By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 

AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED  
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF  

WYANDOTTE CODE OF ORDINANCE BY AMENDING SEC. 25-76.3 
“PROHIBITED CONDUCT” 

THE CITY OF WYANDOTTE ORDAINS: 
Section 1 Amendment of Sec. 25-76.3 “Prohibited Conduct” 

a) It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of twenty (20) to act in a violent, quarrelsome, 
loud, disorderly or destructive manner with the City of Wyandotte. 

b) It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of twenty (20) to commit any act that disturbs, 
or annoys others, including, but not limited to any vulgar language, profanity, verbal harassment, 
or threatening behavior, or any act tending to cause a breach of peace within the City of 
Wyandotte. 

c) Any person violating either subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall be responsible for a 
municipal civil infraction punishable as follows: 

1) For the first violation, a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) plus court 
cost and/or community service. 

2) For a second violation, a fine of not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) plus court 
cost and/or community service. 

3) For a third violation, a fine of not more than three hundred dollars ($300.00) plus court 
costs and/or community service. 

d) In any case a person violates subjection (a) or (b) on school grounds or during school function(s), 
the Superintendent of Schools in the City of Wyandotte, his or her designated attendance officer 
or law enforcement official may issue violation(s). 

e) Any person charged with violating this section under the age of seventeen (17) shall be 
accompanied to the District Court hearing on said charges by their parent or legal guardian. 

Section 2. Severability. 
 All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herein are hereby repealed, only to the extent 
necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 
Section 3. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15) days from the date of its passage by the Wyandotte 
City Council and the Ordinance or its summary shall be published in a newspaper generally circulated in 
the City of Wyandotte within ten (10) days after adoption.  A copy of this Ordinance may be inspected 
or obtained at the City of Wyandotte Clerk’s Office, 3200 Biddle, Wyandotte, Michigan. 
Motion unanimously carried. 

CERTIFICATION 
We, the undersigned, JOSEPH R. PETERSON and LAWRENCE STEC, respectively the Mayor and 
City Clerk of the City of Wyandotte, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was duly passed by 
the Council of the City of Wyandotte, at a regular session thereof on Monday, the 5th day of December, 
2016. 

JOSEPH R. PETERSON, Mayor      LAWRENCE STEC, City 
Clerk 

 
2016-589 #1438: MANDATORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE & EDUCATIONAL NEGLECT 

By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF  
WYANDOTTE CODE OF ORDINANCE BY AMENDING SEC. 25-10.1 

“MANDATORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND EDUCATIONAL NEGLECT” 
THE CITY OF WYANDOTTE ORDAINS: 
Section 1 Amendment of Sec. 25-10.1 “Mandatory School Attendance and Educational   
 Neglect” 

a) This section shall be known as and may be cited as the “Mandatory School Attendance and 
Educational Neglect Ordinance” of the City of Wyandotte. 
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b) Every parent guardian, or other person in the City of Wyandotte having control and charge of a 

child from the age of six (6) to the child’s sixteenth birthday, shall send that child to school 
during the entire school year.  The child’s attendance shall be continuous and consecutive for the 
school year fixed by the School District in which the child is enrolled.  A child becoming six (6) 
years of age before December 1 shall be enrolled on the first school day of the school year in 
which the child’s sixth birthday occurs. 

c) No person having the care, custody, or control of a child is required to be enrolled in, or is 
enrolled in school, shall fail to properly supervise or care for such child where such failure of 
supervision or care, causes the child to: 

i. fail to attend school regularly, consecutively, or on time at the start of the school day, 
unless valid excuse is provided, according to the attendance policy of the School District, 
or 

ii. have continued discipline, misconduct, or inappropriate behavior of said child at school, 
or 

iii. have continued violations of the adopted school student codes of conduct by the child.  
If a person is responsible for (i), (ii), and/or (iii) above, said person shall be presumed to be in 
violation of this section, and where such person as defined above, shall fail to participate in, or 
comply with, the corrective measures adopted by the School District for the attendance, 
discipline, misconduct, behavior or student code of conduct of the child, shall be a failure to 
properly supervise or care for such child. 

d) The Superintendent of Schools in the City of Wyandotte, his or her designated attendance 
officer, or other law enforcement officer, shall investigate each case when notified by a teacher, 
principal, assistant principal, school officer, or other person, of a violation of section (c).  If the 
child complained of is not exempt from public school attendance under state law, the 
Superintendent of Schools in the City of Wyandotte, his or her designated attendance officer, or 
other law enforcement officer shall proceed immediately in the manner provided in this section. 

i. The Superintendent of Schools in the City of Wyandotte, his or her designated attendance 
officer, or other law enforcement officer, may notify in writing, the parent/guardian in 
person, or by certified mail, to come to the school or to a place designated at a specified 
time to discuss the child, as well as requiring the child appear at the school the next 
regular school day following the receipt of notice, and to continue in regular and 
consecutive attendance in school.  Proof of service of the required notice shall be retained 
by the Superintendent of Schools in the City of Wyandotte or his or her designated 
attendance officer, or other law enforcement official, who shall notify the appropriate 
school officials in case of failure on the part of the parent/guardian to comply with the 
notice, OR, 

ii. If after a conference with a parent/guardian that has care, control, or custody of a child, 
has not resulted in compliance of section (c). 

e) The Superintendent of Schools in the City of Wyandotte, his or her designated attendance 
officer, or other law enforcement officer, after giving the formal notice in person, or by mail as 
prescribed in subsection (d), shall determine whether the parent/guardian has complied with 
section (c).  The Superintendent of Schools in the City of Wyandotte, his or her designated 
attendance officer, or other law enforcement officer, shall ticket or make a complaint against the 
parent/guardian having the legal care, custody, or control of the child who fails to comply to the 
court having jurisdiction in the City of Wyandotte.  The court shall proceed to hear and 
determine it in the same manner as is provided for other cases under its jurisdiction.  

f) All school personnel, principals, assistant principals, administrators, and teachers shall give 
assistance and furnish information to aid the Superintendent of Schools in the City of Wyandotte 
or his or her designee in the performance of their official duties under this section. 

g) A parent or guardian who fails to comply with any provision of this section is responsible for a 
municipal civil infraction punishable by a fine of one hundred ($100.00) together with court 
costs.  Any parent or guardian who is found to have fails to comply with any provisions of this 
section on more than one occasion is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine, not to exceed 
five hundred ($500.00) and/or imprisonment not to exceed ninety (90) days, together with court 
costs. 

Section 2.  Severability. 
 All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herein are hereby repealed, only to the extent 
necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 
Section 3.  Effective Date. 
 This Ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15) days from the date of its passage by the Wyandotte 
City Council and the Ordinance or its summary shall be published in a newspaper generally circulated in 
the City of Wyandotte within ten (10) days after adoption.  A copy of this Ordinance may be inspected 
or obtained at the City of Wyandotte Clerk’s Office, 3200 Biddle, Wyandotte, Michigan. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
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CERTIFICATION 

We, the undersigned, JOSEPH R. PETERSON and LAWRENCE STEC, respectively the Mayor and 
City Clerk of the City of Wyandotte, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was duly passed by 
the Council of the City of Wyandotte, at a regular session thereof on Monday, the 5th day of December, 
2016. 

JOSEPH R. PETERSON, Mayor     LAWRENCE STEC, City Clerk 
 
2016-590 #1439: SCHOOL RESIDENCY FRAUD 

By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF  
WYANDOTTE CODE OF ORDINANCE BY ADOPTING SEC. 25-10.4 

“SCHOOL RESIDENCY FRAUD” 
THE CITY OF WYANDOTTE ORDAINS: 
Section 1   Adoption of Section 25-10.4 “School Residency Fraud” 

a) It is unlawful for any parent or legal guardian to register their son or daughter in any school 
within the Wyandotte School District using a fraudulent address. 

b) It shall be unlawful for any person to allow their address to be used fraudulently for purposes of 
establishing school residency for any student in the Wyandotte School District who does not 
reside in their residence. 

c) The designated school truancy officer or any of the officials identified in Sec. 23.5-5 is 
authorized to issue and serve an appearance ticket under this section.  

d) Any person violating subsection (a) or (b) is responsible for a municipal civil infraction 
punishable by a fine not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) and/or court costs. 

Section 2.  Severability. 
 All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herein are hereby repealed, only to the extent 
necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 
Section 3.  Effective Date. 
 This Ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15) days from the date of its passage by the Wyandotte 
City Council and the Ordinance or its summary shall be published in a newspaper generally circulated in 
the City of Wyandotte within ten (10) days after adoption.  A copy of this Ordinance may be inspected 
or obtained at the City of Wyandotte Clerk’s Office, 3200 Biddle, Wyandotte, Michigan. 
Motion unanimously carried. 

CERTIFICATION 
We, the undersigned, JOSEPH R. PETERSON and LAWRENCE STEC, respectively the Mayor and 
City Clerk of the City of Wyandotte, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was duly passed by 
the Council of the City of Wyandotte, at a regular session thereof on Monday, the 5th day of December, 
2016. 

JOSEPH R. PETERSON, Mayor     LAWRENCE STEC, City Clerk 
 
2016-591 #1440: SIGN ORDINANCE – ARTICLE XXIV, SECTION 2408 

By Councilperson Miciura, supported by Councilperson Fricke 
AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF WYANDOTTE 
ZONING ORDINANCE TO AMEND  

ARTICLE XXIV – GENERAL PROVISIONS,  
SECTION 2408 - SIGNS 

CITY OF WYANDOTTE, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 
Section 1. Purpose and Intent 
It is determined necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the City to adopt this article regulating 
signs within the City of Wyandotte. 
Section 2.   Amendment to Section 2408 Signs by removing the entire section and replacing with the 
following: 
Article XXIV – General Provisions, Section 2408 Signs  
Any public displayed sign, symbol or notice on a premise to advertise the business or activity there 

transacted, or name of person or firm conducting said business or activity on premise, or directing 
to some other locale, shall be regulated as follows: 

A. All plans for the erection of signs shall be submitted to the City of Wyandotte 
Engineering and Building Department for review and approval and shall be further 
subject to all codes and ordinances of the City of Wyandotte. 
Prior to the erection of a sign in a public right-of-way or overhanging a public right-of--
way, the sponsor of such sign shall receive the approval of the proper governmental 
agency (city, county or state) having jurisdiction over such right-of-way. The City may 
require a bond to be provided for any sign in or overhanging a public right-of-way. 

B. After the effective date of this ordinance, all new signs within the City of Wyandotte 
shall conform to the Wyandotte Building Code and Zoning ordinance. 
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C. Existing signs in need of repair may be repaired provided the cost of repairs does not 

exceed fifty (50) percent of the replacement cost for the entire sign (in the judgment of 
the Building Official).  If it does, then the sign must be replaced and must conform to 
code. 

D. Definitions: 
1. Sign: Any device (including but not limited to letters, words, numerals, figures, 

emblems, pictures, or any part of combination) used for visual communication 
to attract the attention of the public and visible from the public right-of-way or 
other properties.  The term sign shall not include any flag, badge, or insignia of 
any governmental unit, nor shall include any item of merchandise normally 
displayed within a window of a business. 

2. Off-premise sign: A sign that advertises activities, goods, products, etc., that are 
available elsewhere than within the building or on the lot where the sign is 
located (a billboard, for example Fig. 11) 

3. Awning sign: A sign on or attached to a temporary retractable shelter that is 
supported entirely on the exterior wall of a building. (Fig. 17) 

4. Bench sign: A sign painted, placed or attached to a bench.(Fig. 18) 
5. Canopy sign: A sign on or attached to a permanent overhanging shelter that 

projects from the face of the building and is supported only partially by the 
building. (Fig. 19) 

6. Changeable message sign: A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or 
illustrations that can be changed or rearranged without altering the face or 
surface of the sign.  When any particular type of sign is also an electronic 
message sign, the requirements and restrictions for electronic message signs 
take precedence.  In addition, the size of the electronic sign shall be based upon 
the type of sign being utilized (example:  wall, ground and pole).  

7. Construction Signs:  A sign which is not of a permanent nature and is utilized 
during the construction of a new building or major remodeling.  

8. Decorative display: A decorative, temporary display designed for the aesthetics 
or cultural enrichment of the public and having no direct or indirect sales or 
advertising content. (Fig. 1) 

9. “A” Frame Temporary sign: A sign other than a ground sign or portable sign 
which is not attached to a building and is capable of being moved on the same 
zoning lot and is only allowed to be displayed during hours of operation and is 
capable of being moved by one person (Fig. 2). 

10. Ground sign: A permanent display sign mounted directly and permanently in 
and upon the ground surface and having a height not in excess of six (6) feet. 
(Fig. 16) 

11. Marquee sign: A sign on or attached to a permanent overhanging shelter that 
projects from the face of the building and is supported entirely by the building. 
(Fig. 5) 

12. Pole or Pylon sign: A display sign supported by one (1) or more columns, 
uprights or braces set a minimum forty two (42) inches below ground surface 
and having a height in excess of eight (8) feet. (Fig. 3) 

13. Portable sign: A sign and sign structure which is designed to facilitate the 
movement of the sign from one zoning lot to another. The sign may or may not 
have wheels, changeable lettering and/or hitches for towing. (Fig. 4) 

14. Projecting sign: Projecting sign means a sign which is affixed to any building or 
structure, other than a marquee, and any part of which extends beyond the 
building wall or structure more than fifteen (15) inches.     (Fig. 8) 

15. Roof sign: A display sign which is erected, constructed and maintained 
on or above the roof of the building and supported on the building roof.  
(Fig. 6) 

16. Sign Frontage: The length in feet of the ground floor level of a building front or 
side facing a street that is occupied by a business or businesses. 

17. Temporary sign: A display sign, banner or other advertising device constructed 
of paper, cloth, canvas, fabric, plastic or other light temporary material, inflated 
devices with or without a structural frame.. (Fig. 10) 

18. Transitory Sign: A sign which is not of a permanent nature and exists for a short  
time.[Fig 7] 

19. Vehicle sign: A sign attached to a vehicle or placed within or upon such vehicle 
. (Fig. 15) 

20. Wall sign: A display sign which is painted on or attached directly to the 
building wall. (Fig. 9). 

21. Window sign: A sign on the inside of the glass of a window. (Fig. 14) 
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22. Sign Area Measurements: The total sign area shall be the area within a single, 

continuous perimeter of the sign surface composed of any rectilinear line or 
geometric figure which encloses the extreme limits of the sign. If the sign is 
composed of individual letters or symbols using the wall, awning or mansard 
roof as the background, the total sign area shall be calculated by measuring the 
area within the perimeter of each symbol or letter and the combined area of the 
individual figures shall be considered the total sign area. (See attached Fig. 20 
“Common Geometric Shapes and Formulas to Determine Sign Area”.)  
Buildings with more than one occupant may prorate the sign area for the total 
building to each building occupant but not to exceed the total allowable sign 
area for the building.   

 
E. Permitted Signs by Zoning District 

1. CBD Central Business Districts Sign Types Allowed and Standards: 
(a) Wall signs which project no more than fifteen (15) inches from the building 

face, nor extend higher than whichever of the following is lowest: 
(1) Twenty-five (25) feet above grade. 
(2) The sills of windows located above the first story. 
(3) The lowest point of a gable, hip or shed roof. 

(b) Projecting signs must project at right angles to the building, shall have no 
more than two (2) faces, and project no more than five (5) feet from the face 
of the building. Only one projecting sign will be allowed at each entrance to a 
business establishment and that business must occupy a minimum of eighteen 
(18) feet of frontage. 
The bottom of the sign must be at least ten (10) feet above ground level and its 
top may not extend higher than whichever of the following is lowest:  
(1) Twenty-five (25) feet above grade. 
(2) The sills of the first level of windows above first story. 
(3) The lowest part of the roof. 
No projecting signs shall be attached to roofs, chimneys, smokestacks, 
elevator towers, penthouses, etc. 



10  December 5, 2016 
The area of each sign may not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet for each 
sign face. 
No exposed guy wires or turnbuckles are allowed on a projecting sign. 

      Window signs: A permanent sign on the inside of the glass of a window shall not exceed 30% of the 
window area on the section of the building front occupied by the business the sign advertises. Any 
permanent sign in ground floor windows must be included in calculating the total area of signage for 
that building. 

(c) Painted on signs shall not be allowed on the sides of buildings. Painted on 
signs must be applied to the front of the buildings and will be included in the 
total area of signage for that building. Sides of buildings abutting streets or 
parking lots shall be treated the same as building fronts. 

(d) Awning, Canopy and Marquee. Letters may be painted or otherwise affixed to 
any permissible awning, canopy, or marquee subject to the following 
regulations: 
(1) Lettering or letters shall not project above, below or beyond the vertical 

drip of the awning or canopy. 
(2) Lettering on a marquee shall not extend beyond the geometric figure 

which encloses the sign message. 
(3) No awning, canopy or marquee sign shall extend below a minimum height 

of seven feet six inches (7’- 6"). 
(4) The area of such sign shall be limited as part of the total sign area for all 

signs permitted. 
(5) Backlighting of an awning or marquee shall be prohibited. 

(e) Temporary window signs are allowed only on the inside of the window for no 
more than fifteen (15) days. They shall occupy no more than thirty (30) 
percent of the area of the window in which they appear. 

(f) "A" frame temporary sign provided they do not exceed six (6) square feet of 
sign area per sign face and shall be located so as to not obstruct pedestrian 
traffic. One (1) sign shall be allowed per business. A Hold Harmless 
Agreement must be obtained through the Engineering and Building 
Department by the property owner, tenant and any occupant.  Such sign shall 
be securely anchored to prevent movement by wind forces.   

(g) Attention getting devices including searchlights, balloons, banners (provided 
payment of the required fee for the banner is made, and the banner may not be 
placed on outdoor café enclosures)and similar devices or ornamentation 
designed for purposes of attracting attention, promotions or advertising, are 
allowable.   A banner or multiple banners, shall be allowed on each street, 
parking lot or alley side of the building, and shall not exceed twenty-four (24) 
square feet in area per banner or twenty-four (24) square feet total for all 
banners on each side of building, except only one (1) banner shall be allowed 
on the front of the building and shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet 
in area.  All banners and signs cannot exceed ten (10) per cent  of the wall 
area.  A maximum two (2) banners on any wall, except the front wall, and no 
more than five (5) banners shall be allowed at one (1) time.   Attention-getting 
devices except banners as described above shall be allowed for up to three (3) 
separate thirty-day periods in a calendar year.  
Feather banners are not permitted. 

(h) Changeable Message Signs 
(1) Changeable message signs are permitted on buildings that are located on 

the following Streets: 
 -      East side of First Street between Elm Street and alley 

 north of Oak Street 
- East side of Second Street between Sycamore Street and alley 

north of Oak Street 
- Third Street between Eureka Avenue and alley north of Elm 

Street 
(2) Changeable message signs shall only be permitted as a wall sign that is 

facing First Street, Second Street or Third Street in the locations set forth 
above.  

(3)  An electronic changeable message sign shall be limited to the electronic 
display of a non-flashing or nonmoving message that shall remain 
unchanged for at least fifteen (15) continuous seconds before it is replaced 
by another message. Electronic changeable messages shall be part of the 
total square footage of display area permitted for the sign even if the 
message is contained in a separate cabinet, except the face of the message 
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shall not consume more than sixty (60) percent of the total permitted 
display area of the sign. 

(i) Standards For All CBD Signs: 
(1) For all new construction or remodeling of buildings, the name of the 

owner and date of construction or the historic name and date of 
construction shall be indicated on the building above the highest building 
window or on the cornerstone of the building. 

(2) Lighting: Signs shall be lighted only with a continuous light.  Flashing 
lights are prohibited. 

(3) Motion: All signs must be stationary. 
(4) Supports: No supports for a sign may extend above the cornice line of the 

building to which it is attached. 
(5) Maximum allowable sign area  square footage 

Multiply building frontage           By       Centerline of Street: 
Building frontage………………. x 2………………….0-99 feet 
Building frontage………………. x 4……………….100-399 feet 
Building frontage………………. x 5……………….400 or more feet  

*If a use has less than twenty-five (25) feet of building frontage and the 
building front is 99 feet or less from the centerline of the street it faces, it is 
allowed a maximum of fifty (50) square feet of permanent sign area.  
The distance of a sign on or under a canopy, marquee or awning from the 
centerline of the abutting street should be computed as if the sign were on the 
building face to which the canopy is attached.  

(6) Abandoned sign:  Sign support structures abandoned and no longer 
supporting a sign shall be removed by the building owner within thirty 
(30) days after receiving notice to do so from the City. Should the owner 
fail to comply, the City shall proceed with Article XXXII of this 
ordinance. 

(7) Sign abatement: Notwithstanding other provisions of this ordinance, the 
City shall require the abatement of the following signs or sign devices 
within five (5) days from the date of notification. 

i Temporary, Transitory and Portable   signs 
2. O-S, B-1, B-2 Districts Sign Types Allowed: Wall, awning, canopy, 

freestanding, ground, marquee, projecting, pole, window, vehicle and temporary 
(except on outdoor café enclosures) as defined in this ordinance and subject to 
the following conditions  

(a)  Ground Sign 
(1) One (1) ground sign shall be permitted having a sign area of not more than 

forty (40) square feet for each sign face. On corner lots, two (2) such signs 
are permissible where business fronts both streets. Such sign shall not 
exceed six (6) feet in height. 

(2) Not more than one (1) ground sign may be erected accessory to any one 
(1) development regardless of the number of buildings, separate parties, 
tenants or uses contained therein. On corner lots, two (2) such signs are 
permissible where business fronts both streets. 

(3) No ground sign shall be located nearer than five (5) feet to any existing or 
proposed right-of-way line. 

(4) Ground signs may be illuminated with a continuous light only. 
(b) Pole 

(1) To be allowed only when a ground sign cannot be erected due to building 
location or other site constraints and upon approval of the Planning 
Commission. 

(2) One (1) pole sign may be erected accessory to any one development 
regardless of the number of buildings, separate parties, tenants or uses 
contained therein. 

(3) It shall be unlawful to erect any pole sign to a height greater than thirty 
(30) feet above the level of the street upon which the sign faces. The 
distance from the ground to the bottom shall be not less than eight (8) feet 
and shall be so erected as to not obstruct traffic vision. The area of such 
sign shall not exceed one hundred twenty (120) square feet for each sign 
face. 

(4) Signs may be illuminated with a continuous light only. 
(5) All letters, figures, characters, items or representations in cutout or 

irregular form, maintained in conjunction with, attached to, or 
superimposed upon any sign shall be safely and securely built or attached 
to the sign structure. 



12  December 5, 2016 
(6) Loose or missing letters, figures, characters or items shall constitute a 

maintenance violation. 
(7) All pole signs shall be securely built, constructed and erected upon posts 

and standards at least forty-two (42) inches below the material surface of 
the ground and shall be embedded in concrete. Wood or wood products 
shall be of wolmanized or equal treatment. 

(c) Projecting 
(1) One (1) projecting sign may be erected at each entrance to a business or 

office establishment. 
(2) Projecting signs must project at right angles to the building and have no 

more than two (2) faces, and project no more than five (5) feet from the 
face of the building. 

(3) The bottom of the sign projecting must be at least ten (10) feet above 
ground level and its top may not extend higher than whichever of the 
following is lowest: 
i. Twenty-five (25) feet above grade. 
ii. The sills of the first level of windows above first story. 
iii. The lowest part of the roof. 

(4) No projecting signs shall be attached to roofs, chimneys, smokestacks, 
elevator towers, penthouses, etc. 

(5) The area of each projecting sign may not exceed twenty-four (24) square 
feet for each sign face. 

(6) No exposed guy wires or turnbuckles are allowed on a projecting sign. 
(d) Wall 

(1) Wall signs may be provided on all street sides, parking lots sides or alley 
sides of a building. The total sign area of wall signs on any one wall shall 
not exceed ten percent (10%) of the wall surface of such wall. Where a 
single principal building is devoted to two (2) or more business, offices or 
commercial uses, the operator of each such use may install a front wall 
sign. The maximum area of each such sign shall be determined by 
determining the proportionate share of the allowed signage for the 
principal building occupied by each such use and applying such proportion 
of the total sign area permitted for each tenant or the percent agreed to by 
the occupants, the total not to exceed the above area limitations for the 
district in which such building is located. It is the applicant’s 
responsibility to provide the required information when applying for a sign 
permit. In those instances where a change of tenancy occurs which 
presents a hardship in providing signage based on this requirement, the 
Zoning Board of Appeals may vary these provisions. 

(2) Signs may be illuminated with a continuous light only. Illuminated signs 
shall not be permitted on the alley side of a building. 

(3) Materials Required: All wall signs of a greater area than fifty (50) square 
feet shall have a surface or facing of noncombustible material. 

(4) Limitation on Placement. No wall sign shall cover wholly or partially any 
wall opening, nor project beyond the ends or top of the wall to which it is 
attached. 

 
(5) Projection and Height. No wall sign shall have a greater thickness than 

twelve (12) inches measured from the wall to which it is attached to the 
outermost surface. Wall signs may project over the public right-of-way not 
to exceed twelve (12) inches provided a clearance of not less than seven 
feet six inches (7’- 6") is maintained below such sign if such sign projects 
more than four (4) inches. Such sign shall not project above the roofline. 

(6) Supports and attachments: All wall signs shall be safely and securely 
attached to structural members of the building by means of metal anchors, 
bolts or expansion screws.  In no case shall any wall sign be secured with 
wire, strips of wood or nails. The method of attachment shall be stated on 
the permit application. 

(e) Awning, Canopy and Marquee. Letters may be painted or otherwise affixed to 
any permissible awning, canopy, or marquee subject to the following 
regulations: 
(1) Lettering or letters shall not project above, below or beyond the physical 

dimensions of the awning or canopy. 
(2) Lettering on a marquee shall not extend beyond the geometric figure 

which encloses the sign message. 
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(3) No awning, canopy or marquee sign shall extend below a minimum height 

of seven feet six inches (7'- 6"). 
(4) The area of such sign shall be limited as part of the total sign area for all 

signs as provided in (d)(1) above. 
(f) Window. Window signs shall not exceed 30% of the glass area of the window 

area on the section of building front occupied by the business at that location. 
(g) Temporary, Transitory or Construction Signs 

(1) There shall be no more than one (1) such sign, except that on a corner lot 
two (2) signs with one (1) facing each street, shall be permitted. No such 
sign shall exceed six (6) square feet in area for each sign face of such sign. 
All such signs shall be removed upon occupancy. 

(2) Construction Signs for buildings under construction may be erected for the 
period of construction and shall not exceed a face area of sixty-four (64) 
square feet for each sign face of such sign. Such signs shall be erected on 
the building or lot where such construction is being carried on. 

(3) Temporary window signs are allowed only on the inside of the window 
lasting no more than fifteen (15) days. They shall occupy no more than 
thirty (30) percent of the area of the window in which they appear. 

(4) No temporary sign shall be strung on a building exterior or on a sign 
structure or across any public right-of-way nor shall any temporary sign 
project beyond the property line except as authorized by the City Council. 

(5) Temporary signs found by the Building Official to be in torn or damaged 
condition must be removed by the owner within three (3) days after receipt 
of notice to do so from the Building Official. Temporary signs found to be 
unsafe shall be removed immediately upon receipt of notice by the City. 

(6) “A” frame temporary sign provided they do not exceed six (6) square feet 
of sign area per sign face and shall be located so as to not obstruct 
pedestrian traffic. One (1) sign shall be allowed per business. A Hold 
Harmless Agreement must be obtained through the Engineering 
Department by the property owner and operator of the business being 
advertised.  Such sign shall be securely anchored to prevent movement by 
wind forces.   

(h) Billboards 
(1) Billboards not exceeding 200 sq. ft. per sign face are permitted only in B-2 

districts on Fort Street and shall be located no nearer than three thousand 
(3,000) ft. between such billboards with a maximum height of thirty (30) 
feet. Billboards shall not be animated and lighting shall be continuous. 

(i) Attention Getting Devices 
(1) Attention getting devices including searchlights, balloons, banners 

(provided payment of the required fee for the banner is made, and the 
banner may not be placed on outdoor café enclosures) and similar devices 
or ornamentation designed for purposes of attracting attention, promotions 
or advertising, are allowable.  A banner or multiple banners, shall be 
allowed on each street, parking lot or alley side of the building, and shall 
not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area per banner or twenty-four 
(24) square feet total for all banners on each side of building, except only 
one (1) banner shall be allowed on the front of the building and shall not 
exceed twenty four (24) square feet in area.  All banners and signs cannot 
exceed ten (10) per cent of the wall area.  A maximum two (2) banners on 
any wall, except the front wall, and no more than five (5) banners shall be 
allowed at one (1) time.   Attention-getting devices except banners as 
described above shall be allowed for up to three (3) separate thirty-day 
periods in a calendar year.    

  Feather banners are not permitted.  
(j) Changeable Message Signs 

(1) Changeable message signs shall only be permitted as ground, wall or pole 
signs. 

 
(2) An electronic changeable message sign shall be limited to the electronic 

display of a non-flashing or nonmoving message that shall remain 
unchanged for at least fifteen (15) continuous seconds before it is replaced 
by another message. Electronic changeable messages shall be part of the 
total square footage of display area permitted for the sign even if the 
message is contained in a separate cabinet, except the face of the message 
shall not consume more than sixty (60) percent of the total permitted 
display area of the sign. 
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3. PD District Sign Types Allowed. 

(a) Sign types and uses allowed for the uses designated for the area as portrayed 
in the Master Plan for Future Land Use shall be allowed provided the 
Planning Commission may make a determination as to sign size and type most 
suitable to the promotion of the objectives of the PD District. Signs located in 
the Design Review District (Section 2300) shall require design review. 

4. I-l, I-2, I-3, IRO Districts Sign Type Allowed. 
(a) All sign types allowed and as controlled for O-S, B-I and B-2 Districts. 

5. P-1 Parking Districts Sign Types Allowed. 
(a) Pole and wall signs are permitted in parking districts subject to the following 

conditions.: 
(1) One (1) entrance and one (1) exit sign for each access way to the parking 

lot shall be allowed and one (1) conditions of use sign for each parking lot 
shall be allowed. 

(2) Signs shall not exceed nine (9) square feet in area for each sign face of 
such sign nor an overall height above ground of nine (9) feet. 

(3) Signs as required by the Building Code. 
6. RA-RU-RT Districts Sign Types Allowed. 

(a) Wall, Transitory, Temporary and Construction Signs , as defined in this 
ordinance, provided such signs shall not be illuminated unless otherwise 
provided for in this ordinance and subject to the following conditions by sign 
type: 
(1) Wall Signs 

(i) Dwelling Nameplate. For each dwelling unit, one (1) nameplate 
not exceeding one (1) square foot in area. 

(2) Temporary Signs or Transitory Signs 
(i) Not exceeding ten (10) square feet in area for each sign face of 

such sign.  Signs shall not be placed on public property between 
the sidewalk and street curb. 

 
(ii) Construction Signs. For building or remodeling of nonresidential 

buildings, such as, but not limited to, churches and schools, not 
more than one (1) sign shall be allowed not to exceed thirty-two 
(32) square feet in total surface area for each sign face of such sign 
and shall be located on the premises being utilized for such 
construction.  For residential buildings not more than one (1) sign 
shall be permitted not exceeding ten (10) square feet per sign face. 
Such sign shall be removed within fifteen (15) days of completion 
of the project. 

7. RM-1, RM-1A, RM-2, RM-3 Districts Sign Types Allowed. 
(a) Wall, real estate, ground, and temporary signs as defined in this ordinance and 

subject to the following conditions by sign type and subject to design review 
when located in the Design Review District (see Section 2300).: 
(1) Wall Sign 

(i) Dwelling Nameplate. For each dwelling unit, one (1) nameplate 
not exceeding one (1) square foot 

(2) Temporary Sign or Transitory Sign .One (1) Sign not exceeding ten (10) 
square feet in area for each sign face of such sign. Signs shall not be 
placed on public property between the sidewalk and street curb. 
(i) Signs for new Developments. It shall be permissible to erect one (l) 

sign not to exceed a total surface area of thirty-two (32) square feet 
for each sign face of such sign. 

(3) Ground Signs 
(i) Multiple-family Residential Units. Any person owning or 

operating any multiple-family residential dwelling, with six (6) or 
more units may erect one (1) sign, such sign not to exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet for each sign face of such sign and not to 
exceed an overall height of six (6) feet above the ground level and 
may be lighted during the hours of darkness. 

(4) Temporary Signs 
(i) Banners and Pennants.  Banners and pennants may be 

allowed for periods not to exceed thirty (30) days and must be securely 
fastened and any torn or damaged units must be repaired or  removed. 
(ii) Construction Signs. For building or remodeling of residential and 

nonresidential buildings, such as, but not limited to, churches and 
schools, not more than one (1) sign shall be allowed not to exceed 



15  December 5, 2016 
thirty-two (32) square feet in total surface area for each sign face 
of such sign and shall be located on the premises being utilized for 
such construction.  For residential buildings not more than one (1) 
sign shall be permitted not exceeding ten (10) square feet per sign 
face.  Such sign shall be removed within fifteen (15) days of 
completion of the project. 

8. Permitted Signs Accessory to Churches, Schools,  Nonprofit Institutions or 
Historical Markers on buildings in the CBD  Sign Type Allowed (All Districts). 

(a) Churches, colleges, schools, buildings housing governmental functions and 
utilities of the City, County or State or any subdivision or historical markers 
on buildings in CBD thereof, are permitted to erect a sign. Such signs, when 
of a permanent nature, shall meet all the requirements of this ordinance and 
other ordinances of the City, except as provided hereafter and may include 
ground, portable, transitory  and temporary signs as defined in this ordinance 
and subject to the following conditions  
(1) Wall Signs 

(i) Wall signs may be provided on all street sides, parking lot sides or 
alley sides of a building . The total sign area of wall signs on any 
one wall shall not exceed five percent (5%) of the wall surface of 
such wall. 

(2) Ground Signs 
(i) There shall be no more than one (1) sign. 
(ii) Such signs shall be set back from the lot line at least one-third 

(1/3) of the distance from the lot line to the nearest building, but 
need not be set back more than ten (10) feet from the property line. 

(iii) No sign shall exceed thirty (30) square feet in area, for each sign 
face of such sign, unless the sign is located more than fifty (50) 
feet behind the property line, then said sign may be increased by 
five (5) additional square feet for each additional ten (10) feet of 
setback, but in no event shall such sign exceed fifty (50) square 
feet in area for each sign face of such sign. 

(iv) Illumination of signs shall be permitted. 
(v)  An electronic changeable message sign shall be limited to the 

electronic display of a non-flashing or nonmoving message that 
shall remain unchanged for at least fifteen (15) continuous seconds 
before it is replaced by another message. Electronic changeable 
messages shall be part of the total square footage of display area 
permitted for the sign even if the message is contained in a 
separate cabinet, except the face of the message shall not consume 
more than sixty (60) percent of the total permitted display area of 
the sign. 

(3) Portable Signs 
(i) There shall be no more than one (1) portable sign not exceeding 

thirty-two (32) square feet in area for each sign face of such sign.  
Such portable sign shall be permitted as a temporary sign for 
periods not to exceed seven (7) days in a thirty (30) consecutive 
day period on any one (1) zoning lot and not to exceed twenty-
eight (28) days in any one (l) year. In no instance shall such sign 
obstruct parking spaces or automobile or pedestrian travel lanes or 
occupy a parking space unless sufficient additional parking space 
is available on the site.  
Connections to an energy source for lighting shall be in accord 
with all codes of the City and shall not be exposed in any way that 
may constitute a safety hazard to the public. 

(4) Temporary Sign or Transitory Sign.  One (1)  sign not exceeding ten (10) 
square feet in area for each sign face of such sign. Signs shall not be 
placed on public property between the sidewalk and street curb. 

F. Prohibited Signs. The following signs are prohibited within the City: 
1. No sign or banner shall be placed upon or across any public right-of-way except 

by permission of the City Council. 
2. It shall be unlawful for any person to display upon any sign or other advertising 

structure any obscene, indecent or immoral matter. 
3. Signs which incorporate in any manner flashing lights. 
4. String lights used in connection with business premises for commercial 

purposes, other than seasonal decorations. 
5. Any sign unlawfully installed erected or maintained. 
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6. Signs on trees or utility poles, whether public or private. 
7. Signs on benches. (Fig. 18). 
8. Roof top signs. 

G. Sign Permits Required. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, repair, paint, alter or 
relocate any sign within the City as defined in this ordinance without first obtaining a 
permit from the Wyandotte Building Department with the exception of the following: 

1. Signs for which a Permit is not Required 
(a) Wall signs not exceeding four (4) square feet in area. 
(b) Bulletin boards when the same are located on the premises of said institutions; 

provided, however, if said signs are electrically illuminated, an electrical 
permit must be obtained. 

(c) Traffic or other municipal signs, legal notices, danger and such temporary 
emergency signs as may be approved by the city. 

(d) Temporary Signs and Transitory Signs 10 square feet or less.  
(e) Flags of recognized Federal, State, County or City governments. 
(f) Temporary window signs. 
(g) Signs of civic and non-profit organization displayed for not more than 90 days 

within any 12-month period and not to exceed 32 square feet per sign face. 
(h) Emblems, badges, and insignias. 
(i) Holiday decorations not exceeding 32 square feet. 
(j) Non-illuminated signs pertaining to the construction or repair of buildings or 

property on which they are located. Such signs shall be removed upon the 
issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. 

(k) Off premise directional signs. Such signs shall be confined to one signpost per 
corner and shall not exceed a sign area of four (4) square feet per sign face. 

2. Application for Sign Permit. Applications for permits shall be made upon forms 
provided by the Building Department and shall contain or have attached thereto 
the following information: 

(a) Name, address and telephone number of the applicant. 
(b) Location of building, structure or lot to which or upon which the sign or other 

advertising structure is to be attached or erected. 
(c) Position and location of the sign or other advertising structure in relation to 

nearby buildings or structures. 
(d) Two (2) blueprints or drawings of the plans and specifications and methods of 

construction and attachment to the building or in the ground. 
(e) Name of person, firm, corporation or association erecting structure. 
(f) Written consent of the owner where the sign is to be erected on vacant land. 
(g) In all cases where wiring is to be used in connection with the sign an electrical 

permit shall be obtained in compliance with the City Electrical Code. The 
Electrical Inspector shall approve and affix his signature to said permit if it is 
deemed necessary by the Electrical Inspector. 

(h) Such other information as the City shall require showing full compliance with 
this and all other ordinances of the City. 

3. Sign Permit Fee. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect or alter any sign, 
except those signs specifically exempted herein, unless a permit shall first have 
been obtained from the Building Department for such erection or alteration, and 
a permit fee paid to the City according to the schedule as may be established 
from time to time by resolution of the City Council. 

4. Sign Permit Revocable At Any Time. All rights and privileges accrued under 
the provisions of this ordinance or any amendment thereto are mere licenses and 
may be voided upon the violation of any of the conditions contained herein. If 
the work authorized under a sign or electrical permit has not been completed 
within six (6) months after date of issuance, said permit shall become null and 
void and a new permit shall be necessary to continue the project. Partially 
completed signs, if abandoned, shall be removed immediately by the erector 
upon notice from the City. 

H. Nonconforming Signs. All existing signs that do not conform to the provisions of this 
ordinance shall be permitted to continue as nonconforming signs until such time as they 
are removed or until there is a change in occupancy, at which time they shall conform to 
the provisions of this ordinance. The provision of this paragraph shall not apply to 
maintenance and repainting. 

I. Enforcement. This ordinance shall be enforced by the Building Official or an employee 
designated by the City Council. 

J. Sign Maintenance. 
1. Maintenance. All signs for which a permit is required, together with all their 

supports, braces, guys and anchors, shall be maintained in good working order, 
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and when not galvanized or constructed of approved corrosion-resistant, 
noncombustible materials, shall be painted when necessary to prevent corrosion. 
The exteriors of all signs, supporting members, painted surfaces, advertising 
materials and lettering shall be kept painted and in good repair, so as to present 
a neat and orderly appearance. All bulbs or component parts of the sign, 
including the electrical switches, boxes and wiring used in the illumination of 
the sign must be well maintained. 

2. Housekeeping. It shall be the duty and responsibility of the owner or lessee of 
every sign to maintain the immediate premises occupied by the sign in a clean, 
sanitary and healthful condition. 

K. Unsafe Damaged and Unlawful Signs. 
1. Signs shall be subject to inspections and when the condition of the sign is 

questionable, the owner or occupant shall obtain a Professional Engineer's 
report, certifying the sign condition. Failure to submit the report and make any 
specified correction will result in an order for the sign to be removed. 

2. Sign support structures abandoned and no longer supporting a sign shall be 
removed by the building owner within thirty (30) days after receiving notice to 
do so from the City.  Should the owner fail to comply, the City, at the owner's 
expense, may order the work done on the owner's behalf and the cost will be 
assessed against the property. 



18  December 5, 2016 

 

DECORATIVE DISPLAY – FIG. 1 

POLE SIGN – FIG. 
3 

“A” FRAME 
SIGNS – FIG. 2 

PORTABLE SIGN – FIG. 4 

MARQUEE 
SIGN – FIG. 5 



19  December 5, 2016 

 
 

ROOF SIGNS – FIG. 6 

TRANSITORY 
SIGN – FIG. 7 

 
 
 

 

WALL SIGNS – FIG. 9 

PROJECTING SIGN – FIG. 8 

TEMPORARY SIGNS – FIG. 10 



20  December 5, 2016 

 

BILLBOARD – FIG. 11 
IDENTIFICATION NAME 
PLATE – FIG. 12 

BANNER SIGN – FIG. 13 

WINDOW SIGN – FIG. 14 

VEHICLE BUSINESS SIGN – FIG. 15 
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Section 3. Reservation of Rights.  
Nothing in this Ordinance or in the Code hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or 
proceeding in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action 
acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance hereby repealed; nor shall any just or legal right or 
remedy or any character be lost, impaired or affected by this Ordinance. 
Section 4.  Severability. 
Severability.  Should any word, sentence, phrase or any portion of this Ordinance be held in a manner 
invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction or by any state agency having authority to do so for any 
reason whatsoever, such holdings shall be construed and limited to such word, sentence, phrase or any 
portion of the Ordinance held to be so invalid and shall not be construed as affecting the validity of any 
of the remaining words, sentences, phrases or portions of this Ordinance. 
Section 5. Conflicting Ordinances.  
Conflicting Ordinances.  All prior existing ordinances adopted by the City of Wyandotte inconsistent or 
in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, 
hereby expressly repealed. 
Section 6.  Effective  
This Ordinance shall take effect along with the notice of adoption in a newspaper generally circulated in 
the City of Wyandotte within ten (10) days after adoption and shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its 
adoption or seven (7) days after publication, whichever is later.  The notice of adoption shall include the 

GROUND SIGNS – FIG. 16 

AWNING SIGN – FIG. 17 

BENCH SIGN – FIG. 18 

CANOPY SIGNS – FIG. 19 
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text of the amendment or a summary thereof, the effective date of the Ordinance and the place and time 
where a copy of the Ordinance may be purchased and inspected. 
Motion unanimously carried. 

CERTIFICATION 
We, the undersigned, JOSEPH R. PETERSON and LAWRENCE STEC, respectively the Mayor and 
City Clerk of the City of Wyandotte, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was duly passed by 
the Council of the City of Wyandotte, at a regular session thereof on Monday, the 5th day of December, 
2016. 

JOSEPH R. PETERSON, Mayor     LAWRENCE STEC, City Clerk 
 
2016-592 ADJOURNMENT 

By Councilperson Galeski, supported by Councilperson Schultz 
RESOLVED that this regular meeting of the Wyandotte City Council be adjourned at 9:51 p.m. 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
   Lawrence S. Stec, City Clerk 
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